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Bio 127 Assignment on Human Evolution
Name

Institution
Activity/Discussion:  
http://www.becominghuman.org/node/interactive-documentary
As describe from the video above, evidence of human origin points to Africa, then continued to evolve and spread around the world, however some adapted to evolution and some became extinct. Neanderthals are one of the groups that is believed to have faced extinction, their extinction is dated 40,000 years ago. The hypothesis speculating extinction of Neanderthals as presented in the above video are:
Extinction of Neanderthals is as a result of interbreeding with the most evolved and modern human population (Shea, 2010). When two groups interbreed, one group will take some traits from the other group but not the entire traits. Interbreeding accounted for certain degree in decrease of Neanderthals population but I do not agree that it led to extinction of Neanderthals. 
Extinction of Neanderthals is as a result of competition from modern humans, parasites and inability to adapt to climate change. Neanderthals coincided with Homo sapiens in Europe at around the time where it is believed Neanderthals started to face extinction (Shea, 2010).Homo sapiens were the modernized human and they adapted to all sought of climatic change. Homo sapiens had more advanced hunting and food gathering skills than Neanderthals, this meant that Homo sapiens were more advanced in fighting for survival (Banks, 2008). I tend to support this hypothesis probably because in competition for resource, it is all about survival of the fittest perhaps through direct conflict with other species or adapting to climate change. The species that will not fight enough for survival faces extinction. I belief this is what happened to Neanderthals. 

What I found more interesting in Culture is what is mentioned about Koonalda Cave, a place believed to have been a place of personal expression evident by presence of parallel finger-marked in essence something close to art work.
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